Chile on die map looks like an earthworm. The earthworm

reaches j roughly, from 17.5 to 56 degrees south: over two thousand
miles, and over a third longer than the greatest length of the United
States from the extreme north of Maine to the Florida Keys, At its
southernmost, the worm gives a sharp turn eastward "into the
Atlantic, Only two South American countries touch born oceans:
Colombia and Chile. This Iand5 whose geography has been charac-
terized by Subercaseaux. the Chilean T.vriter. as ;"insane,'*" is the
most Industrialized Latin American country. Politically it is the
most developed. Every Chilean belongs to a party: every Chilean
worker belongs to a union.

The largest party is the Radicales. v;ko correspond to our
Socialists but include much of the peity bourgeoise. In the last
elections* tiirough a United Front of the lef:} the Radicales made
Jan Antonio Rios President. The second group, nearly as large, Is
the Conservadores: the rich, the landov/nars, ihelr servants, and

the agricultural \vorkers on the larire estates Tv*ho vote as tney are
told. At the last elections they sup;,or:jd the danger^s'y reaction-
ary former Preside:;! Ibaficz. But within this party there a,re ^ood
men . . . men more fundamentally radical than some sDcialists
and than most communists, in that they recognize the religious
dimension the dimension of depth as a dynamic of political action:
the brilliant Senator Cruz Coke, for instance, and Rafael Gumticio^
who recently resigned from the presidency of the party in protest
against its isolationism and its refusal to support a break \\itli tie
Axis. The third group are the Socialists, almost as strong as the first
two; and more advanced, far more militant than our own socialists.
Their leader^ Marmaduke Grove, is a man of principle and courage;
a soldier who has brought lire into his party. The Communists in
Chile., always brilliantly organized, are a highly respectable factor
in the United Front. Their average vote of about fifty thousand is as
large, in this country of five millions, as in the United States with a
hundred and thirty millions. About equal in size are die Liherales,
the party of ex-President Arturo Alessandri; they correspond
doctrinally to our Xew Deal Democrats and Wendell Willkies.
Smaller groups are the Falaage of Frei: really Christian and really
socialist^ and for both reasons persecuted by the corrupt hierarchy
of their own Catholic Church; and the Fascists who, from under-
ground^ carry on their sniping and their plotting. (They have, to

German firms in South America/; *
The aristocratic ruling class, the Ptlucones, betrayed Chile.^They
got rich from the nitrate fields and the sale to foreign capita! of
mineral   lands   northward.   With   this   money  they  contributed
nothing: they did not develop agriculture; they left the tax burden
* The break of CMlc with the Axis, long anticipated, came In January, 1943.